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By JOSH TOLENTINO
jtolentino@shawmedia.com

SYCAMORE – Tom & Jerry’s
Restaurant in Sycamore began a
500-square-foot expansion of its
kitchen last week – the same week
that Applebee’s Grill and Bar closed
its doors.

The expansion at Tom & Jerry’s,
1670 DeKalb Ave., will make room for
new ovens, steamers, a second
walk-in freezer and a large prepara-
tory area, according to general man-
ger Sarah Meyer.

“Business is booming,” Meyer
said. “While we see large franchise
restaurants around the area come
down, Tom & Jerry’s continues to
thrive. We can’t thank the commu-
nity enough.”

The six-week project is scheduled
to be completed by the end of July.

On a busy catering day, Meyer and
other employees typically will work
from 5 a.m. until 2 a.m. She said the
crazy hours are the result of a lack of
space in the kitchen area. Meyer esti-
mates the restaurant averages
between 20 to 40 catering orders a
week.

The Sycamore Tom & Jerry’s,
owned by Diann Beaulieu since 2002,
also serves as the primary caterer for
weddings at Kuipers Family Farm in
Maple Park.

To deal with the extra workload,
Meyer said the restaurant houses
additional prep tables inside offices
and throughout the basement.

“There are never normal hours in

the restaurant business,” she said.
“But this expansion is going to help
so much. We can’t even fathom how
helpful it will be.”

Meyer said she’s hopeful the new
space will create additional jobs. The
restaurant currently employs 33
workers.

Since the majority of the construc-
tion is near the back of the restau-

rant, the dining room isn’t affected by
the renovations. The only major
adjustment for customers during the
expansion has been the drive-thru;
customers are now required to order
and pay at the same window.

“The expansion hasn’t affected
business at all,” Meyer said. “It’s
actually made more customers
excited – they can’t wait for us to be
done and see the progress over the
next six weeks.”

Tom & Jerry’s is most known for
its gyros, ribs, burgers and sand-
wiches, however, Meyer said there
are many other options on the menu
to satisfy all taste buds.

“Our menu’s versatility is what’s
helped us stay in business for so
long,” Meyer said. “The prime rib is a
huge favorite for large groups and
parties.”

Sycamore Tom & Jerry’s begins expansion

Josh Tolentino – jtolentino@shawmedia.com

Tom & Jerry’s general manager Sarah Meyer (right) stands with Jose Mendez in front of the
expansion project at the restaurant at 1670 DeKalb Ave. in Sycamore.

KNOW MORE

■ WHAT: Tom & Jerry’s Restaurant

■ ADDRESS: 1670 DeKalb Ave.,
Sycamore

■ PHONE: 815-895-4420

■ WEBSITE: sycamoretomandjerrys.
com

■ HOURS: 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 a.m.
Sunday through Wednesday,
10:30 a.m. to 2 a.m. Thursday
through Saturday

MARKETPLACE

Gilvydis Vein Clinic adds to team
DAILY CHRONICLE

SYCAMORE – Gilvydis Vein Clinic, a local provider
of nonsurgical treatments for leg vein issues, including
varicose and spider veins, has expanded its team by
adding Elizabeth Lawrence, Victoria Navarro and
Sarah Rexford.

Lawrence and Navarro recently joined the GVC nurs-
ing team.

They are responsible for patient education, patient
check-in and monitoring during procedures, and assist-
ing Dr. Rimas Gilvydis during laser and sclerotherapy
procedures.

Lawrence serves patients in GVC’s Geneva location.
She earned a bachelor’s degree in nursing from Trinity
Christian College in 2006 and has been involved in the
health care industry for nearly 12 years.

Navarro serves patients in GVC’s Sycamore and
Geneva locations. She earned a medical assistant and
associate degree in nursing from Morton College. She
has been involved in the health care industry for six
years.

Rexford joined GVC as an office coordinator for the

Sycamore and Geneva locations. She is responsible for
scheduling patient appointments, answering patient
questions, working with insurance providers, and rep-
resenting GVC by attending community and professional
networking events.

Rexford earned bachelor’s degrees in marketing and
merchandising from Southern Illinois University and
has been involved in the health care industry for more
than 10 years.

For information about Gilvydis Vein Clinic, call 815-
981-4742 or visit GilvydisVein.com.
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LOCAL BRIEF

First National accepting
community development
grant applications

First National Bank is now accepting appli-
cations for its upcoming community develop-
ment grant cycle, focused on programs related
to educated workforce initiatives.

The second 2018 grant cycle opened June 4
for educated workforce programs, which are
dedicated to strengthening individual core
competencies that will improve personal eco-
nomic self-sufficiency, including adult basic
education and vocational and employability
training. Programs must be implemented for
the benefit of low- or moderate-income individ-
uals, families and/or communities within the
First National Bank footprint.

First National Bank will accept applications
from eligible nonprofit community organiza-
tions for educated workforce initiatives
through July 6. For information, visit www.fnbil.
com/community and click on Request Support.

– Daily Chronicle

Six-week project to
make room for ovens,
steamers, prep area


