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DeKalb County Enterprise Zone Advisory Board 
DCEDC Conference Room 

Thursday, September 19th, 2019 
 

MINUTES 

Attendance/Voting Members: Cohen Barnes, Paul Callighan, Jill Hansen (Proxy for Dr. Laurie Borowicz), Brian 
Gregory, Gary Hanson, John Heckmann (Proxy for Dr. Lisa Freeman), Chuck Kaiser, Kevin Lamb, Greg Millburg 
and Bill Nicklas. 

Attendance/Ex-Officio Members: Cindy Carpenter and Art Osten. 

Staff: Paul Borek and Karen Hoyle 

Approval of Agenda 

The Agenda was approved by voice vote on a motion by Bill Nicklas, seconded by Cohen Barnes. 

Approval of June 27, 2019 Meeting Minutes 

The Minutes were approved with minor corrections on a motion by Chuck Kaiser and seconded by Paul 
Callighan. 

Public Comments 

Borek asked whether there were any comments for the public. Noting that no public comments were made, 
Borek moved onto the next agenda item. 

Review and Approve Proposed Tax Abatement Incentive Amendments 

Borek review the proposed Tax Abatement Incentive Amendments, or technical corrections to the DeKalb 
County Enterprise Zone property tax abatement program. These amendments are needed to support business 
attraction and expansion by addressing factors not known when preparing the Enterprise Zone application 
during 2014. The Advisory Board consists of the DeKalb County Economic Development Corporation Executive 
Committee together with representatives from the 19 county, municipal and taxing body sponsors of, or 
participants in, the DeKalb County Enterprise Zone. 

Enable build-out, rehabilitation and renovation of existing buildings that generate new assessed value to 
qualify for Enterprise Zone tax abatement. Projects proposing major renovation or improvement of existing 
buildings that generates increased valuation are important to communities with vacant or underutilized 
industrial buildings. The proposed amendment enables the Enterprise Zone Tax Abatement Program to help 
attract businesses to build-out, rehabilitate or renovate such buildings, provided they create the required 
number of jobs at the wage levels mandated by the Enterprise Zone program. 

Enable Data Centers to be defined as eligible Knowledge-based Industry Uses qualifying for Enterprise Zone 
property tax abatement. Data Centers are technology-based operations essential to support the knowledge-
based economy. At these facilities, data and electronic information is housed, distributed and/or manipulated 
to foster technology sector innovation, growth and development of other emerging technologies.  The 
proposed amendment enables the Enterprise Zone tax abatement program to attract businesses to develop 
data centers, provided they create the required number of jobs and at the wage levels mandated by the 
Enterprise Zone program. 
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Enable NIU Research Park projects to be defined as eligible uses for Property Tax Abatement – It is 
important to attract private investment and businesses to develop and operate research and development 
facilities in cooperation with Northern Illinois University (NIU). The research park planned on the (NIU) campus 
is designed to support the research, investment, and educational goals of NIU. These research and 
development facilities include data centers, business and innovation incubators, and emerging technologies 
focused on knowledge-based industries, logistics-based industries and industrial businesses.  Private 
contributions to these research and development projects which result in an increase in assessed valuation 
would qualify for abatements, provided that they provide the required number of jobs mandated by the 
Enterprise Zone program; one job for every 250 Square feet of office space developed. 

Enable Speculative Development to qualify for Property Tax Abatement by extending the job creation 
performance period. It is important to attract investment in and development of speculative (spec) industrial 
buildings in DeKalb County. Most industrial businesses do not have the time or capital to develop their own 
buildings. In order to attract more companies and jobs to DeKalb County, development of spec buildings must 
be nurtured. To attract investment in development of spec buildings, the companies that ultimately locate 
within these building must be able to qualify for the Enterprise Zone tax abatement program. The 
recommended amendment extends the job creation performance period from two to four years to attract 
qualifying companies after construction of spec buildings. 

Minimum Wages Requirements. With the adoption of an increased schedule of Minimum Wage 
Requirements by the State of Illinois, it was recommended that the Enterprise Zone Wage Requirements be 
adjusted to reflect those increases. The amendments approved by the Advisory Board are as follows: 

- Industrial or Logistic(s) Companies must pay an average wage equal to 140% of the State of Illinois 
minimum wage requirement in effect on January 1 of each calendar year.  Starting wages shall not be 
less than 120% of the State of Illinois minimum wage in effect on January 1 of each calendar year, 

- Knowledge-based Companies must pay an average wage equal to 160% of the State of Illinois 
minimum wage requirement in effect on January 1 of each calendar year.  Starting wages shall not be 
less than 120% of the State of Illinois minimum wage in effect on January 1 of each calendar year. 

After brief discussion the Advisory Board approved recommending the following amendments on a motion by 
Bill Nicklas, seconded by Kevin Lamb. 

New Enterprise Zone Projects 

Paul Borek presented Enterprise Zone Assistant Jan Kinczewski’s report on the Solotech Phase II Enterprise 
Zone project, the DeKalb County Enterprise Zone’s 31st project and the 4th of 2019. The project will include 
buildout of an additional 8,200 square feet of office space. This addition enabled employment to increase 
from 15 to 40, with the potential of 20 additional positions over the next 2 years. 

Adjournment 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned on a motion by Cohen Barnes, seconded by Brian 
Gregory. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paul Borek & Karen Hoyle 




