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CONSTRUCTION
TO COME
Here are some big projects to keep an eye on in 2021 / 3

SERVING DeKALB COUNTY SINCE 1879 Daily-Chronicle.com

DAILY CHRONICLE

STATE

Outspoken priest
Chicago brothers come
forward with accusations
of sexual abuse / 12

NATION

U.S. numbers drop
Experts say the race is
on against COVID-19 as
strains discovered / 13

Snow makes its way;
schools announce
closures for Tuesday / 5

Winter storm
LOCAL NEWS

TODAY’S WEATHER

Complete forecast on page 10

HIGH

LOW

30
15



2

Da
ily

Ch
ro

ni
cl

e/
Da

ily
-C

hr
on

ic
le

.c
om

•
Tu

es
da

y,
Ja

nu
ar

y
26

,2
02

1
LO

CA
L

NE
W

S

DAILY C

Daily-Chronicle.com
ShawLocal.com

P.O. Box 763

DeKalb, IL 60115

NEWSROOM
815-526-4565

news@daily-chronicle.com

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES
866-979-1053

subscriptions@shawsuburban.com

6:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-Friday

7 a.m. to noon Saturday

Missed your paper?
If you have not received your paper by

6:30 a.m. Tuesday-Friday or by 7 a.m.

Saturday, call 866-979-1053 by 10 a.m.

for same-day redelivery in the towns of

Sycamore, DeKalb, Cortland and Malta.

Next-day redelivery available in all areas.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Tuesday-Friday: $1.50 / issue

Weekend: $2.00 / issue

Basic weekly rate: $9.50

Basic annual rate: $494

To subscribe, make a payment or discuss

your delivery, contact Customer Service.

CLASSIFIED SALES
815-632-2554

classified@daily-chronicle.com

LEGAL NOTICES
publicnotice@daily-chronicle.com

815-433-2001

RETAIL ADVERTISING
Laura Shaw

630-709-4497

OBITUARIES
815-526-4438

obits@daily-chronicle.com

Publisher

Laura Shaw

lshaw@shawmedia.com

Editor

Kelsey Rettke

815-526-4565

krettke@shawmedia.com

Subscriber Terms and Conditions may

change at any time. The current version will

supersede all previous versions. The most

current version of subscription terms are

posted on the website under Terms and

Conditions.

Daily Chronicle and

Daily-Chronicle.com are a division

of Shaw Media.

All rights reserved.

Copyright 2021

CHRONICLE

ON THE COVER
Building construction is underway Jan. 7 at
the Facebook property on the South side of
Gurler Road in DeKalb.

See story on page 3.

Photo by Mark Busch file photo – mbusch@shawmedia.com
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CORRECTIONS

DeKalb County projects named
top developments in the nation

Two economic development projects
in DeKalb County have been recognized
among the best in the U.S. by a national
site selection publication and a develop-
ment trade association.

Social media titan Facebook was
named winner of a 2021 Corporate In-
vestment Community Impact Award by
Trade and Industrial Magazine.

Ferrara Candy Co. was named winner
of the Industrial Broker Transaction of
the Year by the National Association
of Industrial and Office Parks Chicago
Chapter.

In June, Facebook announced invest-
ment of $800 million in a 907,000-square-
foot data center in the city of DeKalb.
The DeKalb Data Center will be Face-
book’s 12th U.S. data center. When com-
plete, it will employ 100 workers at well
above average wages. Facebook will em-
ploy technicians, engineers, construction
managers, facility managers, logistics
professionals and security personnel.

“The Facebook DeKalb Data Center
will be one of the most energy- and wa-
ter-efficient data centers in the world,”
according to the Trade and Industrial
Development CiCi Award Issue 2021. The
data center “will be supported by 100%
renewable energy, will use 80% less wa-
ter than the average data center and will
be LEED Gold certified.”

The city of DeKalb, Kishwaukee Wa-

ter Reclamation District and Krusinski
Construction Co. partnered with Face-
book to design and build infrastructure
to serve the development and surround-
ing area. This included about 3 miles
of water mains, 1½ miles of sewer line
extension, roadways and intersections.

Facebook was nominated for the
award by the Illinois Department of
Commerce & Economic Opportunity,
Intersect Illinois and the DeKalb County
Economic Development Corp., organi-
zations that collaborated with the City
of DeKalb to attract the data center to
DeKalb.

In January 2020, Ferrara Candy Co.
announced investment of more than
$100 million in the development of a 1.6
million-square-foot distribution complex
on a 106-acre site in DeKalb.

The Ferrara project at the Chicago
West Business Center was recognized
as part of the NAIOP Chicago Chapter’s
33rd Annual Awards for Excellence
event.

Named in the Industrial Broker
Transaction of the Year award were
Tenant/Buyer Brokers Matt Mulvihill,
Calum Payne and Kevin Segerson of the
CBRE commercial real estate firm. In ad-
dition, Ferrara developer Trammel Crow
was named Developer of the Year by the
NAIOP Chicago Chapter.

The Ferrara distribution complex
consists of a 1.2 million-square-foot
distribution center and a 468,000-square-
foot packing center. The buildings have
been completed by builder Krusinski
Construction Co. and expected to be
operational by the second quarter of

2021. Ferrara is projected to employ 500
workers.

National award recognition of the
Facebook and Ferrara Candy Co. proj-
ects is a testament to the coordination
and cooperation of numerous businesses,
DeKalb County community partners and
the State of Illinois contributing to the
successful attraction of these two mega
projects.

Completion of all phases of these two
developments over the next 20 years is
projected to generate property tax reve-
nue equivalent to DeKalb’s top five exist-
ing industrial complexes: 3M, Goodyear,
Nestle, Panduit and Target.

National recognition through organi-
zations like Trade and Industrial Devel-
opment and the National Association of
Industrial and Office Parks is priceless
to the promotion of DeKalb County as a
competitive, productive and profitable
location for corporate investment and
business operation.

Awareness and visibility in markets
throughout the U.S. and North America
will be a big part of DCEDC’s Oppor-
tunity Unbound branding initiative.
Opportunity Unbound is designed to
accelerate the attraction of business,
investment and human resource talent to
DeKalb County. Increased business and
community development will expand
and diversify the tax base, help reduce
tax rates and enhance the quality of life
in the county.

• Paul Borek is executive director of
the DeKalb County Economic Develop-
ment Corp.

Paul
Borek

VIEWS
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By KATIE FINLON
kfinlon@shawmedia.com

Even with the setbacks across the
board that came with the COVID-19 pan-
demic, projects throughout DeKalb
County are moving ahead at the start of
2021.

Here are a few updates of some of
those projects:

Facebook Data Center and Ferrara
Distribution Center in DeKalb

DeKalb City Manager Bill Nicklas
said recently the first phase of the Face-
book data center is “well underway.” He
wrote most of the underground infra-

structure for water and sewer is
installed, Gurler Road has been wid-
ened from Peace Road west to the Illi-
nois Route 23 intersection – which will
be signalized this year – and the first
data hall is under construction.

“Facebook should complete phase
one at the end of 2022,” Nicklas wrote
Jan. 5 in an email.

Nicklas wrote the Ferrara distribu-
tion center has a temporary occupancy
permit and the pack center next door is
nearing completion.

Safe Passage in DeKalb
Nicklas said the DeKalb City Council

unanimously approved a matching

grant to help realign the neighborhood
sewer for the new Safe Passage build-
ing. He said the city, the Kishwaukee
Water Reclamation District and Safe
Passage would pay equal shares and
City Council also approved on Jan. 11 a
resolution authorizing payment to
reimburse the water reclamation dis-
trict for their costs.

Nicklas said that, to his knowledge,
no groundbreaking date has been set yet
for the new Safe Passage building.

“The agency is in a fundraising mode
just now,” Nicklas wrote.

The update comes after the City
Council approved in December a rezon-
ing that would allow the agency to build

a two-story building on the former site
of the now-demolished DeKalb Clinic
building at 217 Franklin St. in DeKalb.
Demolition began in November.

The Ongoing Pappas
Developments in DeKalb

Nicklas said the DeKalb City Council
recently approved the vacation of the
alley at the former city hall property on
South Fourth Street in DeKalb, opening
the way for demolition when the
weather warms up.

Known as Johann Executive Suites,
the $7.5 million South Fourth Street
development has already won City
Council approval along with a $750,000
tax increment finance incentive, pend-
ing final approval of the architectural

What updates to expect in DeKalb County

Mark Busch file photos – mbusch@shawmedia.com

CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT: Construction continues Jan. 7 on the Ferrara Candy Co. buildings in the ChicagoWest Business Center on the North side of Gurler Road in DeKalb; an empty
lot now where the DeKalb Clinic building used to stand at 217 Franklin St. in DeKalb is seen Jan. 7, paving way for a new building that will be the home of Safe Passage Inc., DeKalb County’s
only domestic violence prevention and survivor advocacy center.; the building at 126 E. State St. in Sycamore, former location of State Street Laundry, World Famous Pizza and Spider Tattooz,
remains boarded up Jan. 7; and demolition of the the vacant Travel Inn, formerly a 120-room hotel at 1116 W. Lincoln Highway, is underway Jan.7 in DeKalb.

CONSTRUCTION ROUND-UP 2021

A CLOSER LOOK

See CONSTRUCTION, page 4
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plans. The building was sold to Pappas
for $600,000, with the caveat that it be
demolished by Dec. 31 and completed by
2022.

Nicklas said Isaac Suites, 2675 Syca-
more Road in DeKalb, is moving quickly
and is enclosed against winter weather
so interior work can keep moving.

“Isaac Suites is looking to an opening
at mid-year this year,” Nicklas wrote.

Isaac Executive Suites was approved
in June and lies outside of any TIF dis-
trict boundaries with 59 one-bedroom
units with shorter leases, about 9
months, for traveling professionals.

The Agora Tower project will resume
as more moderate weather returns in
the spring.

“Agora Tower should be completed
in mid-2022,” Nicklas wrote.

Agora Tower – a $13.8 million project
which was awarded $3 million in TIF
funds from the city in June 2019 – is
being built on the grounds of a now-de-
molished Mooney Car Dealership,
which was formerly the oldest barbed
wire factory in DeKalb, at the corner of
North Fourth and Locust streets since
1881. Demolition began last November,
and the $13.8 million project will take
2½ years to complete. The four-story
tower will feature 94 high-end apart-
ment units with retail and office space
on the first floor.

Plaza DeKalb, a four-story, mixed-
use apartment complex at 203, 223, and
229 E. Lincoln Highway. The building’s
ground level was expected to have a
street-level Mediterranean specialty
grocer, although nothing yet inhabits
the space.

DeKalb County Nursing Home
Expansion in DeKalb

DeKalb County Interim Administra-
tor Gary Hanson wrote in a Jan. 5 email
the $15 million nursing home expansion
project still will be within that cost
when everything is said and done.

Hanson said some work planned as
part of the project was removed from
the project because of the COVID-19
pandemic.

“At some point down the road, that
work will hopefully be completed and
those costs, given inflation and
restart-up costs, may or may not fit into
the remaining monies we have for the
project,” Hanson wrote.

However, because the county saved a
significant amount of money when it

sold bonds for this project because of
favorable bond and interest rates
because of the pandemic, the county
will have money in the nursing home
capital budget to finish the project, Han-
son wrote.

The expansion will include addi-
tional rooms, an activity center, an
upgraded fire alarm system, a nursing
call system, a larger chiller and a new
boiler system, Hanson said. A
15,400-square-foot transitional care unit

will add 18 rooms to the 83,000-square-
foot facility.

Hanson said the last update he
received was that the project should be
finished by late January, but the addi-
tion still will not be usable until the
state of Illinois completes all their
inspections and grants occupancy. He
said the state inspections time frame is
unknown and would take six to eight
weeks even before the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Hanson said the nursing home resi-
dent census is down right now, with the
current count being 130 residents and
capacity being 190. Right now, he said,
the county has plenty of beds even with-
out the addition.

“Of course, once a vaccine is widely
available and some type of ‘normalcy’
returns, we expect our census to rise,”
Hanson wrote. “And we will then look
forward to the full use of the addition.”

Spider Tattooz, other
businesses in Sycamore

Sycamore City Manager Brian Greg-
ory said nothing’s been submitted to
city officials about any update with
World Famous Pizza or State Street
Laundry following a fire significantly
damaged the property in September. He
said that would include any permits or
applications or anything like that.

“Nothing that I’m aware of at this
point,” Gregory said.

However, a special use permit for
Spider Tattooz, a parlor formerly owned
by late 4th Ward alderman Rick “Spi-
der” Kramer, was approved last week
for 220 E. State St. in Sycamore.

Brian Fleetwood, who is slated to be
the next owner of the shop, had said
eventual renovations for the space are
to be expected, since its previous use
was a massage parlor. He had said he
had no idea when the new shop’s open-
ing date will be, since he hasn’t closed
on the property ahead of the special use
permit approval.

Gregory also said during a Jan. 4 City
Council meeting this is time of year
when city officials really start receiving
phone calls about business opportuni-
ties.

“Some are tire kicking, others are
interested in getting something going
this spring and some are in some sort of
a phase in process,” Gregory said. “So
we’ve had a fair amount of calls coming
in from all of the different sectors – so
that’s encouraging.”

Gregory said that type of communi-
cation from interested businesses at
this point has been pretty similar to
what the city would see during a normal
– or non-COVID-19 pandemic – year. He
said he wasn’t sure how COVID-19
would have impacted development
interest.

“I think interest is one thing – we’ll
see what happens with permit activity
and if those interests become actual
development activity,” Gregory said.
“But it’s some promising and encourag-
ing news with the calls we’ve been field-
ing.”

• CONSTRUCTION
Continued from page 3

Mark Busch file photos – mbusch@shawmedia.com

The newly constructed Plaza DeKalb building in downtown DeKalb is seen Jan. 7.

Building construction is underway Jan. 7 at the Facebook property on the South side of Gurler
Road in DeKalb.


