
                        

 

As you make progress in 2021, your support system continues to grow. Harness the new 
tools and resources announced in this newsletter to maximize your growth so you can 
excel and compete. 

  

Take the next step and apply the concepts you 
learned about at the 2021 IMEC Conference on 
Enterprise Excellence with two virtual, interactive 
sessions that introduce the basics of performance 
excellence. 

 

April 21: Get Acquainted with the Criteria for Performance Excellence 
Learn about the Baldrige Excellence Framework, and how you can use it as part of your 
management strategy. Understand the basics of the framework and different options for 
getting started. 

 

 

https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNyZB3p_8yV1-WJV7CgMvGW4SJHhv3nLJ-TW9cFR9-22Dg7ZW7g4gxj56mPfkW4TBzFH79GHMPW6sbRDY9lB45LW1SvMcM3__wkMN6VbynWKZqfWW1wbFv_4xbrNrW3-qgr45VRsDrW6VBSNb2hr0Q3W8Glr1g5WWJh0W7xQNKZ7n0fvQW4_cmLn1_0189N1M9Y0-Mty-dW3Q8GxG4G12Z3W3T_vFv3CGwq2W63y1hQ8V38V0W8s9Mvm1X4nxPW7-Srmz8QRH6xW6Yy1Ns2yDJ55327T1
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May 6: Building Your Organization’s Operating Model for Performance 
Excellence 
This session highlights how to make the Baldrige Excellence Framework and the IMEC 
Award for Excellence process work for you. Hear tips to avoid common struggles when 
pursuing improvement and learn a proven approach to build your customized operating 
model for excellence. 

  

HERE TO HELP: Insights into Manufacturers' Urgent 
Needs 

With the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, Cook County partnered with IMEC to conduct 
a historic outreach and census of suburban Cook manufacturers to ascertain the impact of 
the pandemic on their business.  Over 1,000 manufacturers were surveyed to better 
understand their most urgent needs.  This survey and report serve as a beginning to 
regularly gain insights into manufacturer needs, create policy solutions, and craft programs 
and services to strengthen manufacturing in one of the largest manufacturing counties in 
the nation. 

View the results ► 
 

BUILD IT BETTER: Additive Manufacturing Summit 

Additive Manufacturing (AM) includes 3D printing, and it can benefit production processes 
for small and mid-sized manufacturers.  AM has quickly grown in popularity because of its 
many benefits and applications including design alternative exploration, rapid prototyping, 
repairs, waste reduction and more flexible innovation. 

Join IMEC, Met-L-Flo, and EIGERlab for the free BUILD IT BETTER: Additive 
Manufacturing Summit on April 14 for a day of learning this new technology, including 
applications and benefits, through expert presentations and peer discussions. 

   

COMPETE AND WIN: IMEC Launches New Playbook for 
Manufacturers 
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GROW AND PROTECT Your Business’ Medical Device 
Sales 

The MedAccred certification and the supporting MedMMAP program – Medical 
Manufacturers MedAccred® Accreditation Pathway (MedMMAP) – may help accelerate 
your business plans in the medical device sector while improving your critical processes. 
OEMs, who started the program in 2012 to reduce product recalls, are increasingly 
requiring the MedAccred certification from their supply chains to maximize patient safety 

https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNyY_5nxG7V3Zsc37CgYfrW4tDp5P5Mr9CgW52v2j66Qv0Q2W28qrbm3Bxmm1W6ssym54TlyD3W1Dy_D03wK7_CW4tklYd2ksGh2W1qrbtG36h8jgW7BSpdk3Jfzw5W2frDSR7Pw8swW7Dyz8V7VmNbLW8HN8Hr1hB89-W3-MwTz6B2GlBW3xb0Qy99VK05W5K_5sC3-8nLyW1X5RTC8TKVGYN5MwGSdKcmlGW7yw6fZ74_8MnW4T4Txy6hj9TsW4yfXc25qyBCTW8P-lsN1dM6tQV2v2Y43_0V7-W1jqng96WDnwfVK6mt798yW1jW13F48l4VgZRdW5gmkMf85fbQhW4vFTqr4QWgZNW3bdTFj3SDJ99W3zGg8K44YXkwN2QTftXHTV2-Vl05Xs5216_8VvQ0_t5wLKCGN5fTVBZpXD_33gNM1


and improve quality. Suppliers who have earned the certification note their sales growth, 
reduced costs related to scrap and rework, and increased prospects across the medical 
device sector. 

Watch the recorded webinars to learn more and hear directly from executives why OEMs 
view this accreditation as critical to the future of their supply chains and how MedMMAP 
and MedAccred have transformed how they do business in the medical device industry. 

Watch Session 1 ► 

Watch Session 2 ► 
 

MOVE AHEAD FASTER: Fully Funded Projects 

Valued at $5,000 each, these projects are designed to provide guidance and support in key 
areas of your organization to drive growth. Project areas include Facility and Worker Safety, 
Global Market Presence, Maintenance, Finance, and Cybersecurity. 

Selected projects must be conducted in Illinois and completed by July 30, 2021, and projects 
are limited to one project per company. 

CLAIM YOUR PROJECT BELOW 
 

 

Analyze and Control Workplace 
Hazards ► 

Conduct a Safety Gap Analysis ► 

Assess your Cyber Risks and Evolve 
► 

Increase Cashflow and Increase and 
Stabilize Cash Reserves  ► 

 

 

Improve Financial Strategy and 
Planning ► 

Asses Online Performance to Improve 
Customer Exposure ► 

Sharpen your Sales Skill Strategy ► 

Maintenance Project Check-up ► 
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https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNyZB3p_8yV1-WJV7CgTLpW5kytLC8tsYLSN5MNv4Mk19v5W6WMzLb2XyKd7W90LCft98BrcpW20Jrzq2-JFpfW4ln6Wh40CN3GVyd8306-z90jW5tBs8j1mr8BKV1_H-L4MckzpW5zkKdn6gPL92W7xH7_56Vs0tTW2vj8Sd6VQgWSW87RM1f7g6nqNW1jdNds95HlsxW6vjGw-6GL2YpW2Gp1sM7jhCMbVPYlmz18_T7mW3cmyjV66yF9gV48rBz83qhf3W68fhgw5xfZCK36Bz1
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNyZB3p_8yV1-WJV7CgTLpW5kytLC8tsYLSN5MNv4Mk19v5W6WMzLb2XyKd7W90LCft98BrcpW20Jrzq2-JFpfW4ln6Wh40CN3GVyd8306-z90jW5tBs8j1mr8BKV1_H-L4MckzpW5zkKdn6gPL92W7xH7_56Vs0tTW2vj8Sd6VQgWSW87RM1f7g6nqNW1jdNds95HlsxW6vjGw-6GL2YpW2Gp1sM7jhCMbVPYlmz18_T7mW3cmyjV66yF9gV48rBz83qhf3W68fhgw5xfZCK36Bz1
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNyZB3p_8yV1-WJV7CgJl_Vzs82V7bmdkbN8yfJrCs-38YW8rxTn35S8xxsW32tzb58778z-N9fmS5nlb7ByW1R1LCF6Z676SW4CWhZG3Fw8jDW54R8QJ74HvZqW3DHcGt3Bs4fgW1hf6-F3m83qgW3DLGwd4FJqJsVXwVBg13KqDgW7SKhgJ5mv1YrW3hL1pC5XJx6HW7vhJtR1yd9kXVfbYVZ8C6hBTW81tCPL92YGwNW8_XzNW3nTKDRW3j-FK_3M6CR7W41JLM229Nkbj32m01
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNyZB3p_8yV1-WJV7CgJl_Vzs82V7bmdkbN8yfJrCs-38YW8rxTn35S8xxsW32tzb58778z-N9fmS5nlb7ByW1R1LCF6Z676SW4CWhZG3Fw8jDW54R8QJ74HvZqW3DHcGt3Bs4fgW1hf6-F3m83qgW3DLGwd4FJqJsVXwVBg13KqDgW7SKhgJ5mv1YrW3hL1pC5XJx6HW7vhJtR1yd9kXVfbYVZ8C6hBTW81tCPL92YGwNW8_XzNW3nTKDRW3j-FK_3M6CR7W41JLM229Nkbj32m01
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNyZB3p_8yV1-WJV7CgKChW23Q8ws6N35BQW49R8s_3PNtG0W4jVggg7ydK03W4jPBbV6gp3DDW5YqTMz92N98sW1Qn7w35LkW7SVCPkCB97Z27PVl0Sz19l7Vt3W2SprQ28z9vWpV-j3zr7M043HW1--bx_2LT233W3t_hcL8Z8KQzW6J0d9h7bhn6CW4f8RZH1KctK0W2XwYLD8zZ6pzW54B2ww3tMqkvW4VYmmt1Ww4TVW2dZBnb1GBdLCW7kMP9B5T7D7sW4S3YfT5p0Zls3hsW1
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNyZB3p_8yV1-WJV7CgKD7MxkGn9WY7WhW5w5HJY27WmfbW6Fxhl62zHFqDW8pKwt-737hy4W2qK9c74yFDFbW3zwFZ517-5F0F4qN39dHy_XW94yc_X2HyPM4W8tdFpg73f3LQW8tJzjj8clxS2W3Y7XGn2QDlK4W3sF_j08WPlcmW3GN1SV9k4LJ8W3G7nvF7pBCb-W1XBsFv3D4xZvW6DqXsM82jbsDW2L9t0d8fzSL7W733X1g87m5w0W3vt0Z56Jx-W7W1LwMNN3mnzsc3jVv1


 

This virtual Introduction to Maintenance Excellence Workshop will equip your team 
with tools and knowledge that they can immediately apply and contribute to the 
productivity of your equipment and upkeep of your operations. 

 

  

MANUFACTURERS — Start Doing Business with NASA 

Announcing a 3-part event with NASA and its prime 
contractors to bring new business opportunities to 
manufacturers in Cook County, the Chicago region, and 
throughout Illinois. 

If you are a manufacturing company looking to work with 
NASA and its contractors, attend this 3-day webinar to learn 

about the essentials of doing business with NASA’s Marshall Space 

Flight Center, Johnson Space Center, and its prime 

contractors. Registration is required for each event. 

https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNy-t3p_9rV1-WJV7CgZhpVd_ChF2C67rhN6HX8fR3r05LW1W_fxR4HzvjGV1MFTC6x2CpfW199y2S7frrknVSM2mS4QkV4tW6FBN3B8rFnTSW4yv0Wf50bQ7dW6JL7dH20D9mdW74Lz9c4vsshzW6B_8948T2GDXW84fX5J3TPfC-W59_77b8KY3KlW8yYQV17zWqT1W6phn6055cs6fW3y8V068d0jbPW1FwHXT65b8jRVy0Kgb2PVT7qW1LlVx31Q9MS8W7-2Ydr2G_Vg4W6Ts1ml5rh6mMN5qz3wXGwFCmW4Fx2Vw7dYrgFW1HrVR35nKCm2W6SLyp746zZ2pW91Bf7R469XFC2hj1
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNy-N5V93cV3Zsc37CgVMWW4TYDz47JwYvSW3k8nBR3mZL3lW3Skgbh7xXQR0VbqwK66ygCrbW2vMV9H8yd2-8W2JZyjY82sg6BW3ytnDl8HHXK3W7FMrnm48m002W2GJssk3CYnmdW1lpgT-75dZHWW5k5zg165WDPrW11LjYx4rq_lWN2Q4WHqLTdwbW8F5BXq8xWSn-W5Rv4Sj8T2s4mW2YR-Mm7KFdkbW7JZwbR260pmVW27sl_S3dbVcWW92Jqh51TfWTQW80dB3m49HHRLW8mydht2kmD_SW1GK4g38_GpB6W5KgGy72Y5wlzW2q3ywn7SVMBtN6fTHwGtPlWmW8-xBrM6h-qsqN8ly7Cnf8qdfW4P_nB34_KygmW448wjD1L9SPtW5SVMQy3WJqhMW14FgNl1bZr2nW6HlYb32B0g6gW8f8m6Y6gjWnkW464pr43LfDLBW8Y3Lmd59JPtKW4QWWXX4DRYqbW4GLVr-7l1hsCN8SdHxlBp0f6W1lkb2J2xN2f-W7z0DbK8fgCNBW3PDLFg2Rn6sZW5993rN5Gq5GgW613gsQ2lsT5qN6Y158kH_T7X387-1


April 27  |  Session 1: How to Do Business with NASA 
Learn the requirements to become part of the NASA supply chain, through direct contracts 
and via NASA prime contractors. 
Register  ► 

May 4  |  Session 2: Join the NASA Supply Chain: Requirements and Resources 
Learn about the credentials required to become part of the NASA supply chain, and 
resources to help you navigate government contracting. 
Register ► 
 

May 18  |  Session 3: Illinois Manufacturing Matchmaking: NASA and Prime 
Contractors 
Register for one-on-one matchmaking meetings with NASA and their prime contractors. 
Register ► 

   

RECOVER WITH HELP: COVID-19 Resources 

Resources are available to help you continue to overcome the challenges of today and 
thrive            into 2021 and beyond.  

 

Financial Resources  

Financial assistance from 
state, federal and partner 
resources ► 

 

 Manufacturing Helpline  

Get quick help from an 
industry expert within one 
business day ► 

 

Find a Supplier  

Tap into our immense 
network of suppliers to 
help fill your needs ► 

  

 

2021 Virtual Events 
 

CLICK ANY WEBINAR NAME TO SIGN UP NOW! 
12 
APR. 

Understanding ISO/IEC 
17025 and AOAC Food 
Program Guidelines 4-
Day Training 
This course focuses on the 
application of the 17025 

13 
APR. 

CLOSE THE SALE: 
Write a Sales Plan that 
Delivers Revenue in 
Uncertain Times 
Webinar 
Learn how senior-level 

13 
APR. 

PLAN FOR RISKS: 
Preparing for the Next 
Disruption Webinar 
Let past reactions inform 
your future risk plan. This 
session will highlight tools 

https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNy-93p_97V1-WJV7CgVWKW6Q96wP6-GnfQW5nRJlK6LsmyzN8G_RRHGlDL8W1dt5TK80t-GBW2MZJsD2_KFDxW5f9h3b1scTxgW7Drslf6-7HVpW5t_m-87DjN4xW71R0C68gK0rwW32y1FQ1pZqypW6b8lxS3QYN9PW4zl-Fb7qJg0tW8NtHyN1Q9P4VW7Jw-Yv1_b9LTW1MyJpx4PFPWVW3fcgKL7PbX-VW65Ympp2psgLbW1f92V71cfM9xW90djvH8V0YqmV2NCnY6j83LLW2jgQHw1NDWYbW6bTBSr4Y20jqV9ryz48mm1YqW8q_-fN2KRK0S3jqX1
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNy-93p_97V1-WJV7CgYkPN2HtzH1PvHNdVYdXdr7XMQ6WW5zph6T3ZFLmrW2jV6t73tB8mnW3j5RBz2vcgJJW6J-PpP99Nl1FW3p6d-D5Z55g2W6GsCSd7YwKqNVj2K0w6T3X_vVsNtQV9fp39JW5NKVzM548Pq0W4zjsyp7zmDG-N6Ny4BGs1gtlW1GYQvS6blyXhN6nGZ7FqLwpNW8L3y-L92gs7bW79kVCr1jzyP-W1sthq75Qm1YsW4Hw7WK6-HkNfW61Hscn8sX8QyW19g3Xp428-BYW5JDxWg1hkF62N6d1bXmPshhmV-QvhX3SfSlb3j5z1
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNy-93p_97V1-WJV7CgYTMW3P12g04zH4t2W9jZKHj6Bq2tsW6qZ5xZ7MFHDBW2P8xkk6VTfnQW3RJ79k1ZT1b-W65ZtfJ69_kZDW8MyJx42gP223N4pdXtPSnTyFW5v6f6c3wf8KfW8Y8WSJ3n9B01W2sz-B16XBKb1W8TLTcQ75-cdgW4Fn0NL4hdDknW5p0DrX3Y7ycyW3yFtKx3s6mkXW3MZ-sD2mtK26W8svhQy69PD31W5Xmwpy31hVqNW8cXzhc7l9d5CN1zbjpVXhWv-W7HjhmW8S68L-Vx2HBF8XbGq_V6Q9X66f42-1W4kFg_55X7TBV353V1
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNyZV3p_8SV1-WJV7CgZ6zW6MqfTy1pV7_WW4Rg_H5288TppT7W2m7vXrLCVbRkxN7mpSplW5PY7hz6KtZc4W8hfT3V3BMRYyW4ZZVRb3BTJpjW99CYvN5Sm0HXW33gB026Q0z5xW1sHvhm7JTnTtW8Bs_Wj2zSwvpW4q03pt26rKjBW3mgXGM1fxlfKW7MVhkp4Cy6YfW67b54l3xVyFzW89SjkQ1M9DFKW4xH69k5DHcDWW5kcCCc7W54dzW5QlmdH7MDN2jW28L4nC8n5R_bW5vSlYN58P4WSV-NhcW5bcHvq39qm1
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNy-93p_97V1-WJV7CgVkFVhD0cb68wj4bW7nj4P67syF9YW7VBD086xlmktW2b8zb37SLhzmW5FZ5zP3hC0gSN4VFrJzqXqYrW4k25YZ3fh1HjN8TGJh2hmX2sW4zKTt34JPfPyW2YkgV45PSqqrVz5Px02k6S2mW3vddg_5BP_k0W57tYls2XNYNBN92FfC8LWZf4W9cshDg1D3N22W6GKfnb1-bDG7VZWmk12LMzvRW2bDQWf2HSnYpVnwyTR197q7JW1BQ1Rz5_4tH5VSbVXZ10zPtTW4J-cyG4p7DZfW59LFVL8NBg_NW6H8p7-7Qhmky3q6C1
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNy-93p_97V1-WJV7CgBwMN36LrBxmSPdlN7Pf9Wr7fzCnW8zbQ863RMHSwW3dG0X64DgwlRW7L8TPH3djqv7W7KTGHl93bSD8W63Nj--4LFfV2W4hzqS79cVmX3VxjQss2Cj0LYW8YGrk734nnSKW1v1fmY3Lftb2Vxp9TF5_4Gh1W6_MXrJ111pBpW1PbplH24qMxSW4shzSg1qbd88W97blnG7rXSHDW4wTn5r5_gSGVW5BYzbT38M6rqW8LPZzW4T0XpnW709ksw6VGlZZW59RQff7GVhslW4ztyC36R9bQ3Vs9rx37FWjWqW58h1-_3bkphP31fS1
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNy-93p_97V1-WJV7CgBwMN36LrBxmSPdlN7Pf9Wr7fzCnW8zbQ863RMHSwW3dG0X64DgwlRW7L8TPH3djqv7W7KTGHl93bSD8W63Nj--4LFfV2W4hzqS79cVmX3VxjQss2Cj0LYW8YGrk734nnSKW1v1fmY3Lftb2Vxp9TF5_4Gh1W6_MXrJ111pBpW1PbplH24qMxSW4shzSg1qbd88W97blnG7rXSHDW4wTn5r5_gSGVW5BYzbT38M6rqW8LPZzW4T0XpnW709ksw6VGlZZW59RQff7GVhslW4ztyC36R9bQ3Vs9rx37FWjWqW58h1-_3bkphP31fS1
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNy-93p_97V1-WJV7CgBwMN36LrBxmSPdlN7Pf9Wr7fzCnW8zbQ863RMHSwW3dG0X64DgwlRW7L8TPH3djqv7W7KTGHl93bSD8W63Nj--4LFfV2W4hzqS79cVmX3VxjQss2Cj0LYW8YGrk734nnSKW1v1fmY3Lftb2Vxp9TF5_4Gh1W6_MXrJ111pBpW1PbplH24qMxSW4shzSg1qbd88W97blnG7rXSHDW4wTn5r5_gSGVW5BYzbT38M6rqW8LPZzW4T0XpnW709ksw6VGlZZW59RQff7GVhslW4ztyC36R9bQ3Vs9rx37FWjWqW58h1-_3bkphP31fS1
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNy-93p_97V1-WJV7CgPrfW5KPqn8359fX3W2Dr-TZ9592kdW8RZJ544cfk3yW2kGSRn1V__VKW5NKsZW7c6pDhN55BPXLbYQFNW2s0gpm3LsrnzW4Ktv6d4gczxpW5RckYp3-7VTQW2FfRM08z4DJ1W9fZWDt392fK5W5Fr7_N8YQTXVV-gsq55f6NWmW1L77PJ5sZC8wW6Z93M22mr4PQW8FQ4zS30RPBKW6VVX1G2ljbhJW3XMXZx2pD7L-W2J334f7JjSDBW4Ym74f4kGpwmW2LS1ms1Frcs8N3M75GKLGyymW3Rhlvp637Tr_W3XF3pK9gXFbq34Z61
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNy-93p_97V1-WJV7CgPrfW5KPqn8359fX3W2Dr-TZ9592kdW8RZJ544cfk3yW2kGSRn1V__VKW5NKsZW7c6pDhN55BPXLbYQFNW2s0gpm3LsrnzW4Ktv6d4gczxpW5RckYp3-7VTQW2FfRM08z4DJ1W9fZWDt392fK5W5Fr7_N8YQTXVV-gsq55f6NWmW1L77PJ5sZC8wW6Z93M22mr4PQW8FQ4zS30RPBKW6VVX1G2ljbhJW3XMXZx2pD7L-W2J334f7JjSDBW4Ym74f4kGpwmW2LS1ms1Frcs8N3M75GKLGyymW3Rhlvp637Tr_W3XF3pK9gXFbq34Z61
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNy-93p_97V1-WJV7CgCsmW5H10TD1FSCSdW4fSZWv52SNdwW4gLKX189rdqBN2fwhmCJnjblW7wJT733_qp3_W8V6lSB8xh11sW79ZJMh7tm-h-W3-TC0Q4JtBr5W3LHRJk85gYgzW4tYGH876cbCTVkhF8337jfqWW4Tt2QJ3-FnzVW963R627b7nj3W1qP1MY5xlr36W5krt2l3LPlgzW3BdYzd42BrmlW7C8gFW3jtRpPW6xjfFS5WGfjdW3WZJyJ5-zflyW4cLmPP1BQ3T_N6v-hFw71HSxW5kS4l57Rv8CmW5_prYS2b14yhW6gnZ3k6rkq5938sQ1
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNy-93p_97V1-WJV7CgCsmW5H10TD1FSCSdW4fSZWv52SNdwW4gLKX189rdqBN2fwhmCJnjblW7wJT733_qp3_W8V6lSB8xh11sW79ZJMh7tm-h-W3-TC0Q4JtBr5W3LHRJk85gYgzW4tYGH876cbCTVkhF8337jfqWW4Tt2QJ3-FnzVW963R627b7nj3W1qP1MY5xlr36W5krt2l3LPlgzW3BdYzd42BrmlW7C8gFW3jtRpPW6xjfFS5WGfjdW3WZJyJ5-zflyW4cLmPP1BQ3T_N6v-hFw71HSxW5kS4l57Rv8CmW5_prYS2b14yhW6gnZ3k6rkq5938sQ1
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNy-93p_97V1-WJV7CgCsmW5H10TD1FSCSdW4fSZWv52SNdwW4gLKX189rdqBN2fwhmCJnjblW7wJT733_qp3_W8V6lSB8xh11sW79ZJMh7tm-h-W3-TC0Q4JtBr5W3LHRJk85gYgzW4tYGH876cbCTVkhF8337jfqWW4Tt2QJ3-FnzVW963R627b7nj3W1qP1MY5xlr36W5krt2l3LPlgzW3BdYzd42BrmlW7C8gFW3jtRpPW6xjfFS5WGfjdW3WZJyJ5-zflyW4cLmPP1BQ3T_N6v-hFw71HSxW5kS4l57Rv8CmW5_prYS2b14yhW6gnZ3k6rkq5938sQ1
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNy-93p_97V1-WJV7CgJ26N82fC2J6Q3NrW6kgL9B5jwgfkW5vN5C51JR2vyW3HJqMM62Ps1VW8-R8R05gSGFDN5fnDdSzTf_7W4ZHpHb2BvS3SVgxcHD5YkTS8W93sjmg1pwNJWN4WlGVH6h2MmW6ZB9Wc16tj6BN2LKkHwtRbYXW7nFymp99gRjqV4VBVs51j2K7W8WvsXb7SH6yPW59mLvm1xFJ5hW8CnRhK417wtyW6bkC9_256_JnN7m78WCck0cTW7d2ncp7c86-SW6xx1Gz8N4JCmW7D00Xq6rwHdnW7sMFGp22F4V4N32SfrpBsHW93m7B1
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNy-t3p_9rV1-WJV7CgSYxW2Vdy_62ykPmCW7vM-GJ4PDPQNW52515b2wc-GKW8rm20w1sCwvyW7SB4Bt2CdQrKVJv5GL76TbwbW3WHr8G4vcTHNW2fFPRf3mKkSrW1FX8xQ6d0P1_W5Sjm_C68N-5_W32TfPs8vfHd0W1mzZCj6GPyndW7Tc97H4NPZ37W9c105p5wBNcpVhJjtY17z5MdW3K3T4G7t-QxpW83XsTR5cnph9W4LjCmZ7JZ37QW574qjc4zG0qPW1rYnS38YwKxcN1cnm2kMxh-nN6TW3Y81R-52N1bczPz16L9GW1Z6bw_2qFwRlW6VNjx_8_SLrwW46Tdvy31162S3bkM1
https://info.imec.org/e2t/tc/VV-JBq5_mrWTW4pYFCj7VpTWtW5tZZwQ4q9KCjN1HNy-t3p_9rV1-WJV7CgVQYW1VXrFC67D1t9N67XL7Ry3VkfW2qvl1210PVhSW36hQgF3TZl11N5Q5NRYn8m3yN7_nkRzD1JHyW5ns7gY7G5dslW7bnbjb6xN5fQW6Zp1Jr7DgMgTW69Xf3L4hhmHTN13rd0KDY_GBW8j4qhZ624cP_W2Qxv8V8Fmg3SN32JkJ9WhhhbN668dNqnHszJW3d1kJ54tS8RYW7QvQrC2SP0zbW34PWmc68JGZ6W1Wb4wF1Y1QlNW6kK7Zp4mn8MQW11xVsT4wXBJrW96gFxV7n2L7fW60dwzK2S40BvW61MWl17ls_0pW7PVf_K1_3q2gW3FVfqH58xQVy3n1y1
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requirements and the 
AOAC INTERNATIONAL 
Guidelines. 

  

14 
APR. 

BUILD IT BETTER: 
Additive Manufacturing 
Summit 
Additive Manufacturing 
(AM) describes the 
technology that creates 3D 
objects by adding layers of 
material. Learn how this 
technology can benefit 
production processes for 
small and mid-sized 
manufacturers. 

  

19 
APR. 

OPTIMIZE YOUR 
SYSTEM: ERP & 
Manufacturing 
Information Systems 
Overview Webinar 
The ERP and 
Manufacturing Information 
Systems Overview outlines 
how to select a system plus 
steps for process 

company leaders can set 
their sales team up for 
success with a well-
developed sales 
strategy. 

  

15 
APR. 

EQUIP YOUR TEAM: 
Introduction to 
Maintenance 
Excellence Workshop 
This course will walk 
learners through the basics 
of hydraulic, pneumatic, 
electrical and mechanical 
systems. It will focus on the 
basic components, safety 
considerations, tools, and 
general pm checks for 
each of these systems. 

  

21 
APR. 

DRIVE BIG CHANGE: 
Why a Lean 
Assessment is Your 
Best First Step to 
Efficiency Webinar 
A Lean Assessment from 
IMEC is key to identifying 
wastes that are keeping 

to craft your risk plans to 
allow all aspects of your 
company to thrive through 
the next disruption. 

  

15 
APR. 

2021 Examiner 
Application Deadline: 
IMEC Excellence 
Recognition Program 
Professional development 
for quality-driven 
professionals who 
collaborate to assess the 
organizations that apply for 
the annual IMEC Awards 
for Excellence. 

  

21 
APR. 

FRAME THE FUTURE: 
IMEC Post-Conference 
Sessions on 
Performance 
Excellence 
Following the IMEC 
Conference on 
Enterprise Excellence, 
take the next steps to 
outline your 
organizational path to 
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optimization & 
implementation. 

  

22 
APR. 

SECURE AND 
PROTECT: 
Introduction to 
Protecting Mission 
Critical Systems 
Training 
Groundbreaking training on 
industry best practices, 
equipping you with skills to 
secure and protect critical 
systems and infrastructure. 

 

you from process efficiency 
- and changes you can 
make now.  

  

27 
APR. 

How to Do Business 
With NASA Webinar 
First of 3 sessions to help 
Illinois manufacturers 
understand the 
requirements to join the 
NASA supply chain, and 
hear directly from NASA 
and prime contractors on 
how to engage as a 
supplier. 

 

organizational 
excellence. 

  

29 
APR. 

MORE WITH MORE: 
The Human Side of 
Robotic CNC 
Automation Webinar 
Learn how collaborative 
robots allow manufacturers 
to to better use the skills of 
their workforce to while 
increasing safety and 
efficiency. 

 

View the full list of upcoming virtual events ► 

In Case You Missed It: Download past webinars ► 
 

INSIGHTS FROM EXPERTS 

RealWear HMT-1 Benefits for Manufacturers 
Knowledge transfer for new employees is often the bottleneck to 
effective and efficient onboarding and can be a major source of 
downtime when the right knowledge is unavailable on-site. The 
RealWear HMT-1 provides solutions to these problems, and more, in 
an intuitive and safe way. ► 

Beyond Prototyping: Scaling up to Additive Manufacturing for 
Production 
And while many companies believe and perpetuate the myth that AM 

Fully- Funded 
Opportunities: 

Become an 
Industry 4.0 
Showcase 
Manufacturer 
Be on the cutting-
edge of advanced 
manufacturing 
technology services 
to solve productivity 
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is only a prototyping tool, innovators in a range of markets (e.g., 
aerospace, healthcare, consumer goods and more) are already using 
AM for production-grade manufacturing when design, performance 
and cost factors align. ► 

Disruptive Innovations in 2020 to Manufacturing Trends in 2021 
Say what you want about 2020, but it forced each of us to push our 
personal and professional boundaries of accepting change and 
quickly adapting to our new reality.  ► 

Data Overload 
We all have an incredible amount of data at our fingertips these days. 
The amount will only increase as we continue to invest in sensors 
and automation and data connections. But, it is not easy to interpret. 
It can also be hard to pull out the actions that are needed to make 
improvements. ► 

Get to Know the IMEC Board of Directors: Marcia Ayala 
One of IMEC’s newest board members Marcia Ayala sat down with 
us (virtually) to tell us a little bit more about herself. Ayala is the 
President of Aurora Specialty Textiles Group, Inc., a textile 
processing operation right here in Illinois that has been around since 
the 1880s. ► 

Changes to Employer Reporting and Registration Requirements 
Under the Illinois Business Corporation Act and Illinois Equal 
Pay Act 
On March 23, 2021, Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed into law Senate 
Bill 1480, the Employee Background Fairness Act. This impacts 
certain Illinois employers because it imposes new reporting and 
registration requirements concerning employee demographics and 
pay under the Illinois Business Corporation Act (IBCA) and the Illinois 
Equal Pay Act (IEPA), and creates new whistleblower anti-retaliation 
protections under the IEPA. ► 

 

and innovation 
challenges. 

 

Become a Premier 
Domestic 
Manufacturer 
Open new sales 
channels offering 
locally produced 
components to large 
OEMs, as 
substitutes for 
imported products. 

 

Become a Top 
Shops 
Benchmarking 
Survey Participant 
Get a custom report 
and benchmarking 
analysis of your 
current operations to 
find your competitive 
edge and thrive.  
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