
Got Married

Moved to a New Area

Lost Coverage

Got Divorced

Had a Baby or Adopted

Health Insurance
Marketplace

• Special enrollment periods are
only effective within 60 days of
a qualifying life event

• Medicaid enrollment is year round
• Immigrant provisions for ages 55+

Healthcare Enrollment Assistance Program Navigator
815-748-2498 • enrollhealth@dekalbcounty.org

This Health Enrollment Assistance Program-Navigator (HEAP-N) is supported by the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) of the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial award funded by CMS/HHS totaling
$158,005.00 annually. The contents are those of the DeKalb County
Health Department and do not necessarily represent the official views
of, nor an endorsement, by CMS/HHS, or the U.S. Government.
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4th male arrested
Bond remains at $600K
for man charged in armed
robbery at Walgreens / 6
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Dark details
Donald Fredres admits
killing former in-laws
in taped statement / 5

DeKalb High School adds
girls wrestling, hires girls
basketball coach / 17
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DeKALB – DeKalb County area
leaders heralded job growth and eco-
nomic development Thursday and
said growth since 2020 far outpaces
trends dating back decades in DeKalb.

It’s been 35 years since the DeKalb
County Economic Development Cor-
poration was established in the area,
and Thursday it celebrated that and
recent business progress that prom-
ises to bring billions of dollars in local
investment.

The agency celebrated its anniver-
sary during an annual dinner celebra-
tion at Faranda’s Banquet Center in
DeKalb. The event’s keynote speaker
and agency officials heralded its mis-
sion to help establish business and
development growth in the area,
detailing recent projects announced
including an expansion by Facebook’s
parent company, Meta.

On Wednesday, the company
announced plans to expand its DeKalb
Data Center from two to five buildings,
bringing with it more than 1,200 con-
struction jobs and 200 operational jobs
once completed in 2023. It’s an invest-
ment worth more than $1 billion in the
community.

It’s part of a trend of global and
local businesses that have put down
roots in the area since 2020, including
the 468,000-square-foot Ferrara Candy
Company distribution and packing
center, which employs more than 500
people. In the fall of 2021, online retail
giant Amazon paid $6.3 million to buy
59 acres of land in DeKalb, according
to property records.

Paul Borek, executive director of
the DeKalb County Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, said over the
past few years alone, investment and
job growth accounts for about 50% of
what’s been documented over the past
three decades.

“In other words, the present four-
year period, 2020 to 2023, industrial
development in DeKalb County could
match or exceed all that occurred in
last 33 years,” Borek said.

From its inception in 1987 to 2022,
the agency helped bring 15,700 jobs to
the area, Borek said, and more than $2
billion worth of economic investment.
Business development dollars can
often include the creation of local jobs,
including during construction phases,
property tax revenue and community
programming, among others.

Borek said the trends for develop-
ment projects in the DeKalb area
show another $2 billion is expected to
be invested in the area through 2023.

Borek said he believes the success
is due, in part, to the agency’s efforts
to rebrand the county, through an
i n i t i a t i v e c a l l e d O p p o r t u n i t y
Unbound. It’s part of a countywide
effort to attract workers, young peo-
ple and families to the area.

“As a result of this remarkable
activity, spurred by the Opportunity
Unbound promotions development,
p r o s p e c t s h a n d l e d b y D C E D C
increased from an average of 34 per
year to a total of 81 last year,” Borek
said.

Nicole Martin, chief empower-
ment officer and founder of HRBoost,
LLC, a shared services consulting
firm based in the north suburbs of
Chicago, was the event’s keynote
speaker Thursday.

During her address, she spoke
about the importance of leadership
and teamwork for growth, especially
in workplaces where generations col-
laborate.

“Shared leadership is that every-

one is a leader, every single one of
us,” she said. “Everyone in a busi-
ness, the person that starts day one,
the person that has worked there five
years, the person that has been there
30. They are all leaders. That is the
new philosophy.”

Echoing Martin’s sentiments,
Borek commended county-wide lead-
ers for their roles in DeKalb’s eco-
nomic life for the past three and a
half decades.

“While DCEDC is the cheerleader
and facilitator involved in the initial
recruitment and support of these
projects, DCEDC members, includ-
ing the county, municipalities, inves-
tors, developers, companies and util-
ities, you are all the real heroes
behind these projects,” Borek said.
“We commend all these DCEDC
directors and members that build
these projects and operate these
business each and everyday.”

Agency: Recent development growth in county far outpaces previous decades
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ABOVE: Paul Borek, executive director and enterprise zone administrator for the DeKalb County Economic Development Corporation, smiles
Thursday at Faranda’s Banquet Center in DeKalb as he gives an update on the development growth in the county over the past year. BELOW:
Melissa Amedeo of DCC Marketing talks about the Opportunity Unbound program Thursday during the dinner and state of the county event.
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